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Functions
Videos and 
activities to 
introduce 
communicative 
functions: you will 
learn by watching 
and listening to 
your English peers, 
then it will be your 
turn to speak!

Welcome to

Vocabulary
Presentation of the new 
vocabulary of the unit.

Presentation 1
Articles, blogs and web pages to 
discover the English language 
and culture.

Presentation 2
A photo story with young 
people your age who live and 
study in London.

Vocabulary
A second vocabulary section 
in each unit.

Grammar taught in small 
steps: you will observe the 
rule and apply it immediately 
by speaking to your friend.

33 News 
events
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Presentation 1
4 

17
  James Reed is a journalist. Read and listen to his 

article about the changes in journalism with the arrival of 
the digital age.

How the Internet Changed Journalism
James Reed, London

Vocabulary: The media

1 Look at the pictures and match them to the 
correct media.

1  radio 4  television
2  the Internet 5  newspapers
3  magazines

2 Match the verbs 1 – 8 to the nouns a – h. 

1 take ______
2 write ______
3 report ______
4 check ______
5 interview ______ 
6 broadcast ______
7 do ______
8 send ______

B

a people 
b a TV / radio programme  
c news 
d articles / stories 
e photographs / pictures
f research
g facts / sources
h an email / a fax

First came newspapers and then colour 
1______________ arrived with photographs 
of world events. The 2______________ 
introduced live reports of events, so 
listeners participated in the news stories, 
and 3______________ brought us moving 
images, but the 4______________ changed 
journalism.

C

A

B

D

5 Comprehension Complete the summary. 
Use one word for each blank space.

7 Over to you Share your answers with the class. 

Mobile phones didn’t exist 40 years ago. 
People used landline phones. 

I started work 40 years 
1____________________. There 

2____________________ any 
computers or the Internet. 
When something happened, 
I 3____________________ in a 
taxi, interviewed people and 
4____________________ photographs. 
Then I 5____________________ the 
article and I faxed it to the office.
Nowadays, things 
6____________________ very different.

When I started work as a 
journalist for a local newspaper 
40 years ago, my job was very 
different. Did I have a computer? 
No, of course not. In the 1970s, the 
Internet or personal computers 
didn’t exist and newspapers were 
the primary medium for news 
and advertising. I had several 
sources in town and every time 
something happened, they called 
me at the office. Mobile phones 
didn’t exist either. I jumped in 
a taxi and reached the place to 
check facts, interview people and 
witnesses and take photographs. 
Then I wrote the article with my 
typewriter and faxed it to the 
office if I could not get there in 
time. We didn’t have any other 
alternative! Things are so different 

today and our job is different, 
too. Did you know journalists 
were professional and qualified 
writers back then? Nowadays, 
anybody can be a journalist and 
write articles or report facts… 
All you need is a smartphone 
to take pictures or record your 
interviews with people, a quick 
web search to check facts and 
sources, a computer to write 
stories, an email address or a 
blog or a social networking site 
to report news or broadcast a TV 
or radio programme! The trouble 
is, there’s no editor to check if the 
information is true, well-reported  
or even interesting! Ah! I’m 
getting too old for this job…

E

LEARN TO LEARN
Media is the plural form of the noun medium. It describes 
all means of communication (the internet, newspapers, 
magazines, television, radio etc.) as a group. 
It is commonly used in expressions such as mass media, 
local media, national media, etc.
The mass media are useful, but they are sometimes 
dangerous. 
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  Quiz! Think about the order  
the media appeared. Complete the text 
with the words in exercise 1. Then listen 
and check.

Glossary

advertising =  _________________
witness =  _________________
typewriter =  _________________
source =  _________________

I started work as a journalist 40 years ago, 
when the Internet didn’t exist. 
I had several sources. 
Did you know journalists were professional 
writers?
Yes, I did. / No, I didn’t. 

6 Pairwork Talk to your partner about the 
things in the box. Which of them existed / 
didn’t exist 40 / 60 / 100 years ago?  
You may use different verbs in your 
questions and answers (exist, use, have…). 

mobile phones    digital cameras    landline phones    
bicycles    Nintendo DS    rollerblades    washing machines

A Did mobile phones exist 40 years ago?
B No, they didn’t. People used landline 

phones.

Past simple

e

1 1The School Magazine
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Vocabulary: Adverbs of manner

4 
5

  Complete the table of adverbs          
of manner with their opposites.  
Then listen and check.

sadly / unhappily     loudly     slowly     well     
softly     calmly

6 Pairwork Talk to your partner. Ask and answer questions about how well / quickly / fast you 
do the suggested actions. 

1 speak English
2 dance
3 sing

A How well do you speak English?
B I speak English badly! What about you?
A I speak English well!

7 Over to you Now share your friend’s answers with the rest of the class. Follow the example.

Nemanja speaks English badly, but he can dance very well…

5 What are they doing? Write your answers on the lines under the pictures.

play happily     run fast     walk slowly     sing badly     study hard     talk angrily

twenty-one 21

1 It’s ____________________________.

4 It’s ____________________________.

 She’s singing badly.

3 They’re _______________________.

2 She’s ___________________________.

5 He’s ____________________________.

Presentation 2
1 

4
  Read and listen to the dialogue. 

Where are Sasha and Evie going?

Logan Hey, girls! What’s up? Why are you 
whispering?

Sasha Sh! Logan! You don’t need to talk 
so loudly!

Evie  Be quiet and come with us! We’re 
late, so you need to walk quickly!

Logan Come where? What is going on? 
Aren’t you feeling well?

Sasha	 We’re	perfectly	fine!	Why	are	you	
following us?

Logan Me? I’m only asking politely what 
you’re doing and…

Evie Don’t be silly, Logan!
Sasha Listen, we’re on our way to a 

meeting with the new editor of 
the School Magazine.

Logan In that case, you can talk to me… 
because I’m the new editor!

2 
4

  Listen to the dialogue
 again and shadow it. 

3 K  Comprehension Read the dialogue 
again and tick true (T), false (F) or doesn’t 
say (DS) box for each statement.

  T F DS
 Logan thinks he knows what 
 the girls are whispering  
 about.   
1 Sasha and Evie aren’t happy 
 to meet Logan.   
2 Evie doesn’t want Logan 
 to come with them.   
3 Logan thinks one of the girls 
 is ill.   
4 Evie isn’t feeling well.   
5 Logan is the new editor of 
 the School Magazine.   

You don’t need to talk so loudly. 
You need to do it quickly.
Aren’t you feeling well?

Adverbs of manner

1 quietly 4 hard

2 happily 5 angrily

3 badly 6 quickly

loudly

4 write text messages
5 run
6 ride a bike

Glossary

whispering  = _____________
in that case = _____________

Tricky adverbs!
The adverb hard has several meanings  
some of which are:

a with great effort (He works hard.)
b with great force (Don’t hit the ball so hard!)

The opposite of hard in a could be lazily. 
The opposite of hard in b could be softly. 

The word fast is both an adjective   
and an adverb:
I love fast cars. (adj)
He walks very fast. (adv)
NOT: He walks very fastly.

4Grammar
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How + adjective Asking for and giving directions

You can use How + adjective to ask for many 
things. Match each question with its type.

Questions Types
1 How deep...? ___ A length

2 How high...? ___ B weight

3 How tall...? ___ C depth

4 How long...? ___ D age

5 How wide...? ___ E height (building, 
person)

6 How heavy...? ___ F distance  
(from ground)

7 How old...? ___ G width

Asking for directions:
Excuse me. Can you tell me the way to Gino’s 
café, please?
Excuse me. Where’s Gino’s café?
Excuse me. How do I get to Gino’s café?
Giving directions:
Go straight ahead and take the first road on 
the right. The café is on your left.
Useful expressions for giving directions:
a Cross the road.
b Go past (the supermarket).
c Go straight ahead.
d Take the first / second road / street on the  
left / right.
e Turn left / right.

 Grammar reference 10

6 Reorder the sentences to make a 
meaningful dialogue.

a  Walk straight for two blocks.
b  The mall is on your right.
c  Excuse me. How can I get to the Luxury  

 Mall?
d  That’s easy. Turn left here.

7 Write the words in the box next to the 
correct verbs. 

past     the road     straight ahead     the first road
left     right     the second street

4 Complete the questions so that they refer 
to the information in brackets.
 How deep is the Mariana Trench in the Pacific 

Ocean? (10,911m)
1 How ____________________ is the River Danube?
  (2,850 km)
2 How ____________________ is the London Eye?
  (135 m)
3 How ____________________ is a baby elephant?
  (about 90 kg)
4 How ____________________ is the British
 Museum? (about 250 years)
5 How ____________________ is the English 
 Channel? (from 3 to 5 km)
6 How ____________________ is Mount Everest?
 (8,848 m) 

5	 Write	questions	to	fit	the	answers.	Use	the	
questions	from	the	table	in	the	FOCUS	box.

 A How old is Baikal Lake?
 B Baikal Lake? About 25-30 million years. It’s 

the oldest lake in the world.
1 A _____________________________________________?
 B Its maximum depth is 1,642 m. 
      Baikal Lake is the deepest lake in the world.
2 A _____________________________________________?
 B The width of Bosporus varies from 750 m to 

3.7 km.
3 A _____________________________________________?
 B Mount Kilimanjaro is 5,895 m at its highest 

peak.
4 A _____________________________________________? 

B Burj Khalifa? Its total height is 829.8 m.
5 A _____________________________________________?
 B Baby gorilla weighs about 2 kg.

go straight ahead, 1___________________
2___________________

3___________________, 4___________________

5___________________, 6___________________

cross
turn
take

8 Complete the dialogue with four words in 
exercise 7. 

A Excuse me, is there a post office near here?
B Yes, cross the 1___________________, go 

2___________________ the school and the 
hospital and 3___________________ right. Then 
go straight 4___________________. The post 
office is at the end of that road.

C

4Functions
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Asking for information
1   Elis and Amy are visiting an art gallery. Watch the video and write the missing 

information on lines 1 – 5. 

2   Watch the video again and reorder the dialogue.

 Amy Good idea! Can we book two places for 3 o’clock?
 Man Yes, no problem. That’s £8 in total please.
 Amy Here you are.

 Man  It takes 2 hours to see the exhibition, but you need to book a place.
 Elis Oh! Can we do that now?
 Man Yes, of course. Do you prefer morning or afternoon?

 Amy  Hello! We’d like two tickets for the photography exhibition, please. How much are they?
 Man  Adults pay £6, but it’s £4 for under 16s.
 Amy Great! How long does it take to see it all?

 Elis  It depends. What are your opening hours?
 Man  Our opening hours are 10-6, every day, but until 9 p.m. today as it’s Friday.
 Elis I’m hungry! Let’s make it this afternoon. About 3?

3 Pairwork Read the information on Dalí’s 
 exhibition and simulate the dialogue 
 at the ticket counter.

A I’d like two tickets for the Salvador Dalí 
 exhibition, please. How much are they?
B How old are you?
A We’re 13.
B Tickets are…

Exhibition Salvador Dalí 

Ticket price Adults £8 

 Under 16 £5

Time required 1 hour

Opening hours 9-5 Monday-Friday

Exhibition: Photography
Ticket price: Adults £6; under 16 1_________________
Time required: 2_________________
Opening hours: 3_________________ every day until 9 p.m. on 
 4_________________
Booking: 5_________________ for 3 o’clock

I’d like…
How long does the 
exhibition last?
When does the exhibition 
start?
The exhibition runs 
from... to…
When is the museum open?
It’s open from… to…
How much… ?
How long does it take? 
It takes…

1

Grammar
Tables, complete 
explanations, 
examples and 
exercises. The 
Grammar 
reference section 
at the end of 
the Workbook 
offers further 
explanations.



Build your competences
Practising all four lanuage skills 
through culture topics and CLIL.

Test your competences 
and Extra practice
Every two units, recapitulative exercises 
with self-evaluation. In the Extra 
practice section you will be able to 
practise with activities aimed at the 
preparation for certifications.

A Poem to 
Remember…
Learn a 
meaningful 
classic poem 
with Sprint!

Culture and Festivals
At the end of your book, a section 
dedicated to the culture, history and 
main festivals of the English-speaking 
world will enable you to examine and 
compare different cultures.

nine 81
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Warm up
1 Look at the pictures of the American national parks. Which park do sentences 1, 2, 3 refer to?

1  It’s the oldest natural 
  park in the world.

Reading
2 Read the text and check your answers.

Speaking
5 Pairwork Talk to your 

partner about your plans 
for your next holiday.  
Ask and answer questions 
using be going to and  
the expressions in the box. 

National Parks 
 in the USA

SUMMER HOLIDAY PLANS

Place: Disneyland in 1________________.
Who with: Mum, Dad and 2________________
When: first two weeks of 3________________
Weather: 4________________ and 5________________
Accommodation: self-catering 6________________

Build your competences

3 Read the text again and choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

 The Everglades is…
 A a tropical forest. C in Florida.
 B a salt water park. D in the desert.
1 In the park you can travel by…
 A bike. C tram. 
 B boat. D all of these.
2 Yellowstone is the … park in the USA.
 A smallest C newest
 B oldest D biggest 

3 In Yellowstone, you can go…
 A camping. C diving.
 B climbing. D skating.
4 It is possible to visit the South Rim of the Grand Canyon…
 A all year round. C in summer.
 B in spring. D in winter.
5 In the Grand Canyon, there are…
 A horse riding trips. C rafting excursions.
 B helicopter rides. D ski slopes.

Listening
4 

42
  K  Listen to Jonathan talking to his friend Sally about his summer holiday 

plans and complete the file.

Country: Spain, UK, USA...
Destination: the seaside, the mountains, towns, natural parks...
Accommodation: hotel, apartment, campsite, campervan...
Transport: by plane, ferry, train, underground, car, bus, bike, 
 on foot...
Activities:  go sightseeing, go on walking tours, take photos, 

visit museums, go hiking, go swimming, go cycling, 
go skiing...

Are you going to visit the USA with your 
family? Why don’t you visit one of its 
spectacular  national parks,   such as the 
Everglades in Florida? The Everglades 
is the largest subtropical wilderness in 
the USA and the only ecosystem in the 
world where alligators and crocodiles 
coexist! It is also unique because the 
fresh water in Florida Bay meets the 
salt water of the Gulf of Mexico. You 
can take a ranger-led tour of the park 
by tram or take a boat trip along the 
mangrove coast. You can also rent a 
bicycle, canoe or kayak and explore 
the park yourself. If you’re looking for 
a cheap place to stay, there is also an 
official campsite in the park and plenty 
of places to eat and drink.
How about going to Yellowstone Park 
in Wyoming? It is the oldest national 

park in the world and one of the most 
famous for its mountain views, hot 
springs and an amazing diversity of 
wildlife. There’s plenty to do, too. In 
summer, you can go camping, hiking, 
fishing or wildlife viewing. Boating, 
cycling and   horse riding are available, 
too. You can also go llama packing or 
even take an old west wagon ride! In 
winter, you can go cross-country skiing 
or snowshoeing, take a snowmobile or 
a snowcoach tour. There are several 
lodges and campsites in the park to 
accommodate in. 
Not convinced yet? How about 
enjoying the spectacular views of the 
Grand Canyon and the Colorado 
River with its 17 million years of history?
You can visit the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona all year 

round, but spring and summer are 
better for the North Rim. To avoid the 
traffic altogether, why not arrive by 
train on the Grand Canyon Railway? 
Once there, you can hike or ride a 
mule down the canyon, rent bicycles 
or take a coach trip along the scenic 
desert view drive. Other excursions 
include a whitewater rafting trip along 
the Colorado River. There are also 
junior ranger courses or backpacking 
adventure trips and plenty of lodges 
to stay in! So, what are we waiting for? 
Let’s all book a US park adventure!

3  It is the result of 17 million 
years of erosion.

2  It is home to crocodiles 
and alligators.

A

B

C

  SprintAhead You are the 

owner of a restaurant in London. 

Think of its name and write the menu. 

Bring it to class next time.

A I’m going to visit 
 Yellowstone Park in 
 the USA next summer.
B Great idea! Where are you going to stay?
A I’m going to stay in a campsite in the park.
B That’s a good idea! How are you going 
 to get there?
A I’m going to take a plane from London.
B What are you going to do in 
 Yellowstone?
A I’m going to take a lot of photos and…

Writing
6 K  Write an email to a foreign friend telling your plans 

for the summer. Use the guidelines in exercise 5.

wilderness =  ___________
ranger-led =  ___________
spring =  ___________
cross-country skiing =  ___________
whitewater =  ___________

Glossary

Test your competences7-8 7-8Extra practice

one hundred and five 105one hundred and four104

Vocabulary
1 Complete the words related to restaurant 

menus with the missing letter.

1 s __ __ __ t __ __
2 m __ __ __   c __ __ __ s __
3 d __  __ __ __ r __ __
4 s __ d __   d __ __ h __ __
5 b __ __ __ k __ __ __ __   m __ __ __ 

___ 5

2 Circle the words related to useful items for 
a holiday.

5 Read the sentences and write A next to 
the sentences that express ability, PO next 
to the sentences that express a possibility 
and PE next to those which express a 
permission.

1 Can I ask you a question? ________
2 Can you play the guitar? ________
3 This menu says you can eat as much as you 

like for just £5.90! ________
4 You can’t smoke in this restaurant! ________
5 Oh, you can run very fast. ________

___ 5

6 Complete the school rules with the verbs in 
the box.

don’t have to     have to     must     mustn’t     have to

___ 5

My final score is ___ 30

You 1_____________________ arrive at school on 
time every day and do your homework.
You 2_____________________ wear a uniform to 
school every day except on Fridays when 
you 3_____________________.
You 4_____________________ use your mobile 
phone in school without permission.
You 5_____________________ be polite to your 
teachers and classmates.

1 Lana is at the Train Restaurant and she 
wants to order a meal. She’s a vegetarian. 
She doesn’t like tomatoes and onions, 
pizza and tea. She’s got 8 £. What is she 
going to order? Read the menu and 
complete the list.

2 You have just received an SMS from Lana. 
Reply to her message. Ask her how long 
she is going to stay at the restaurant and if 
you can join her. 

3 Circle the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

1 Can I order a takeaway, please?
 A That’s £12.50.
 B Can I have two pizzas?
 C Of course, what would you like?
 D Why? 

2 In the UK, you have to be 18 to _________________ 
a car.

 A buying C going in
 B drive D ride
3 You mustn’t drop _________________ in public.
 A animals C litter
 B  balls D spit

4 Which is correct?
  A I’m going to the beach next weekend.
  B I go to the beach next weekend.
  C I went to the beach next weekend.
  D I’m beaching next weekend.

 5 Can we see the menu please?
  A I’m sorry! 
  B No way!
 C Of course!
 D Are you ready to order?

 6 Which is correct?
  A The food is delicious!
  B The food is friendly!
  C The food is noisy!
  D The food is comfortable.

 7 Are you free this afternoon?
  A No, I can’t.
  B No, I’m go shopping with my mum.
  C No, I’m going shopping with my mum.
  D No, I don’t.

 8 ’How about a piece of cake?’ 
 ’ _________________. I’m on a diet!’
 A I don’t have to  C I must
 B I have to  D I mustn’t

 9 No one _________________ today.
  A are coming C is coming 
 B isn’t coming  D aren’t coming.

10 Is there _________________ going to be there?
 A anybody C somebody 
  B no body D someone

___ 5

Functions
3 Answer the questions with your own 

information.

1 What are you doing this weekend?
2 What homework do you usually need help 

with?
3 Hello, are you ready to order?
4 What are your school rules?
5 What are you going to do this summer?

___ 5

Lexical competences

Communicative competences

Grammatical competences

I must revise:

Self-evaluation

CGOGGLESY
TWALKINGBOOTSPORSUNGLASSESORFLASKTNKCYCLEHE

LMETX
OCOMPASSPQUTORCHBIRSUNCREAMHODFIRSTAIDKITTIMA

SKANDSNOR
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Grammar
4 Complete the sentences with the correct 

indefinite pronouns.

1 I opened the door, but ________________ was at 
home.

2 ________________ was ready for the  party - 
food and drinks, music, etc.

3 I must ask ________________ for help.
4 ’Is there ________________ to eat and drink?’
 No, there isn’t.
5 I looked ________________ for my keys. 

Food and drink Lana is going to order:
Starter __________________________________________
Main course ________________________________________
Dessert __________________________________________
Drink _____________________________________________

THE TRAIN RESTAURANT

   STARTERS
Tomato soup   £1.50
French onion soup  £2.00
Mushroom soup  £2.50
Chicken noodle soup  £3.00

   MAIN COURSES
Grilled fish and potatoes £5.50
Thai Chicken and rice  £6.00
Vegetable pasta   £3.50
Cheese and tomato pizza £3.00

   DESSERTS
Fruit salad without cream £1.50                   
Fruit salad with cream  £2.00
Lemon cake   £2.50
Chocolate cake   £3.00

   DRINKS
Mineral water   £1.00                   
Fresh orange juice  £1.50
Lemonade   £1.25
Green tea   £1.00

___ 5

one hundred and thirty-one 131

pure =  _______________
defy =  _______________
explanation =  _______________
compare =  _______________
truly =  _______________

Glossary

By Roald DahlBy Roald Dahl

Come with me and you’ll beCome with me and you’ll be
In a world of pure imaginationIn a world of pure imagination

Take a look and you’ll seeTake a look and you’ll see
Into your imaginationInto your imagination

We’ll begin with a spinWe’ll begin with a spin
Trav’ling in the world of my creationTrav’ling in the world of my creation

What we’ll see will defyWhat we’ll see will defy
ExplanationExplanation

(Refrain)(Refrain)

If you want to view paradiseIf you want to view paradise
Simply look around and view itSimply look around and view it

Anything you want to, do itAnything you want to, do it
Want to change the world, there’s nothing to itWant to change the world, there’s nothing to it

There is no life I knowThere is no life I know
To compare with pure imaginationTo compare with pure imagination

Living there, you’ll be freeLiving there, you’ll be free
If you truly wish to beIf you truly wish to be

(Refrain)(Refrain)

There is no life I knowThere is no life I know
To compare with pure imaginationTo compare with pure imagination

Living there, you’ll be freeLiving there, you’ll be free
If you truly wish to beIf you truly wish to be

Discuss with your partner what the poem means.
Then share it with the class.

Pure ImaginationPure Imagination

A Poem
to Remember...

Culture Culture
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4 Pairwork Compare the history of your 
country with that of the United States. 
Answer the following questions.

• Is the history of the two countries similar or 
different? How?

• Who were the original settlers in your country? 
When and where did they arrive from?

• Who colonised your country? 
 Were they good / bad?
• Was there a war for independence or a civil 

war in your country?
• Who were your country’s allies in World War I 

and World War II?
• Was there a civil rights movement in your 

country?
• What are the most important events in your 

country’s history?

COMPARING CULTURES

Culture

American 
history 
timeline
1 Look at the pictures and match them to the correct texts. Then read and check your answers.

3 
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  Listen to Miller and Toby discussing 
one of the most important events in the 
American history and complete the file with 
the information in the box below.

assassination of President John F. Kennedy
     American Secret Service     car

a great man and president     November 22, 1963
Lee Harvey Oswald

 Historical Event: assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy

 When: 1________________________________________
 Where: in a 2_____________________ with his wife
 Who was responsible: a man called 
 3_____________________________________
 The conspiracy theory: the 4___________________

________________________________ was behind it 
 The consequences: 5____________________________

_____________________________________ was lost

2 K  Read the texts again and tick true (T) or 
false (F) box for each statement.

  T F
 Between 30,000 and 15,000 BC 
 European and Asian tribes migrated 
 to North America.  
1 All Native Americans spoke the 
 same language.  
2	 The	first	president	of	the	United	
 States was George Washington.  
3 Lincoln was against slavery.  
4 The Civil Rights Movement 
 campaigned for the end of the 
 Vietnam War.  
5 Ground Zero new skyscraper’s 
 name is Freedom Tower.  

1731	 Benjamin	Franklin	founded	the	first	
American public library in Philadelphia.

1773	 The	Boston	Tea	Party:	activists	disguised	
as	Mohawk	Indians	threw	342	containers	
of	tea	into	Boston	Harbour	in	protest	at	
the	tea	taxes.	It	was	the	beginning	of	the	
War	of	Independence.	

1920	 Women	gained	the	right	to	vote	in	the	
USA.

1968	 Black	civil	rights	leader	Martin	Luther	
King	was	assassinated.

1969	 US	astronaut	Neil	Armstrong	became	the	
first	person	to	walk	on	the	Moon.

2005	 Hurricane	Katrina	killed	hundreds	
of	people	and	destroyed	houses	in	
Louisiana.

2016	 Hillary	Clinton	was	the	first	woman	to	run	
for	president	of	USA.

More	dates…

B

A

C D

E

Culture

F

1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

 Pre-1600:  
 Native Americans
Between	30,000	and	15,000	
BC	the	first	humans	migrated	
to	America	probably	from	Asia	
and	Europe.	Immigrants	came	to	
Alaska	via	the	Arctic	and	North	
Pacific	coast,	gradually	moving	
south	and	east.	These	were	the	
ancestors	of	Native	Americans.	
Their	common	regional	origin	
gave	them	similar	physical	
characteristics,	but	they	spoke	
different	languages.	Many	
of	them	sadly	died	after	the	
European	colonisation.

 1700-1800:  
 War of Independence
The	Native	Americans	were	
allied to the French and 
Spanish	against	the	English.	
George	Washington	led	the	
13	British	American	Colonies	
to	a	War	of	Independence	and	
won!	
On	4th	July	1776,	the	
American	Congress	approved	
the American Declaration 
of	Independence	and	later	
adopted	a	new	Constitution.	
Washington	became	the	
first	president	of	the	newly-
founded	United	States.

 1900-2000: Wars and protests
After	World	War	I,	the	1920s	and	30s	
experienced	prohibition,	increased	
organised	crime	and	the	Wall	Street	Crash,	
which	led	to	the	Great	Depression.	
When	the	Japanese	attacked	Pearl	
Harbour,	Hawaii,	in	1941,	the	US	entered	
World	War	II,	helping	to	defeat	the	
Germans	and	forcing	the	Japanese	to	
surrender,	by	dropping	two	atomic	bombs	
on	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki.	The	Cold	War	
developed	between	the	US	and	the	USSR.	
It	ended	in	1989	with	the	Fall	of	the	Berlin	
Wall.	The	Black	Civil	Rights	movement	
successfully	campaigned	for	a	new	Civil	
Rights	Act,	ending	discrimination.

 1600-1700: 
 European 
 colonisation
European	explorers	
colonised	America	and	
divided	the	northern	part	
of	the	continent	among	
Britain,	France	and	
Spain.	Columbus	Day	
celebrates	the	discovery	
of	America	by	Christopher	
Columbus	in	1492,	but	he	
actually	discovered	the	
Bahamas!	It	was	another	
Italian,	Amerigo	Vespucci,	
who	probably	gave	
America	its	name.

 1800-1900:  
 American Civil War
In	this	period	US	was	divided:	the	
northern	states	were	industrialised	
whereas	the	southern	ones	still	
depended	on	agriculture	and	
exploited	African	slaves	on	their	
huge	plantations.	The	abolitionists	
formed	the	Republican	Party	to	fight	
slavery.	Abraham	Lincoln	became	
their	first	president	in	1860	and	11	
southern	states	left	the	Union	and	
formed	the	Confederate	States	of	
America.	A	civil	war	broke	out.	In	
1865,	the	Republicans	won	the	war	
and	abolished	slavery	but	President	
Lincoln	was	assassinated.

	 2000-present:	Modern	times
The	beginning	of	the	21st	century	saw	one	of	
the	most	tragic	events	in	US	modern	history:	
the	terrorist	attack	of	September	11th	2001	
on	the	Twin	Towers	that	caused	thousands	
of	deaths	and	the	beginning	of	the	War	in	
Afghanistan.	Ground	Zero	is	the	name	given	
to	the	place	where	the	Towers	once	stood	
and	where	today	a	new	skyscraper	–	the	
Freedom	Tower	–	commemorates	the	sad	
events	and	its	victims.	In	2008,	the	US	and	
the	rest	of	the	world	experienced	a	serious	
financial	crisis.	Democrat	Barack	Obama	
became the 
first	black	
president	of	
the USA.

C

ancestor = ___________
slavery = ___________
defeating = ___________
surrender = ___________

Glossary

Tasks specially designed to help 
you prepare for the official tests 
K   - A2 Key (Cambridge English) 

and  T  - Trinity English exams.
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Starter Unit
We’re a happy family

MILICA

Jagoda’s family tree

PETAR

MILAFilip SaraNikola

Jagoda Vuk Dunja Mia Pavle

1	 Talk to your partner about Jagoda’s family tree and answer the questions. 

1	 How many people are there in Jagoda’s family tree?
2	 What are her parents’ names?
3	 What are her grandparents’ names?
4	 What’s her brother’s name?
5	 What’s her sister’s name?
6	 How many cousins has Jagoda got?
7	 What are her cousins’ names?
8	 Whose children are Mia and Pavle?
9	 Whose parents are Filip and Mia?

Remember!
Possessive ’s
Jagoda’s family tree…
Her brother’s name is…
Her cousins’ names are…
The children’s names are…
Nikola and Sara’s children are…

2	 Complete the words with the correct letters to learn more family words.

1	 The child of someone’s daughter or son is their g ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___. 
2	 The daughter of someone’s son or daughter is their g ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
3	 The son of someone’s son or daughter is their g ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
4	 The son of your mum’s or dad’s sister or brother is their n ___ ___ ___ ___ ___. 
5	 The daughter of your mum’s or dad’s sister or brother is their n ___ ___ ___ ___.

grandson     nephew     granddaughter     niece     grandchild

 r  a  n  d  c  h  i  l  d

3	 Look back at Jagoda’s family tree and make sentences using the clues and the words in exercise 2.

1	 Pavle / Milica and Petar	 ______________________________________________________________________________.
2	 Dunja / Petar and Milica	 ______________________________________________________________________________.
3	 Mia / Filip	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________.
4	 Vuk / Sara	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________.

Pavle is Milica and Petar’s grandson
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LEARN TO LEARN

We usually use gerund (verb + -ing) 
after like, love, hate and prefer when the 
meaning is general: 
I hate / like / love / prefer dancing.
We use gerund with expressions such as 		
be crazy about / fond of / mad about: 
I’m fond of / mad about / crazy about 
watching movies.
We also use nouns after like, love, hate and 
prefer as well as with be crazy about / fond 
of / mad about:
I like / love / hate / prefer maths. 
I’m mad about / crazy about / fond of tennis.

Gruža LakeKragujevac

4	 Read the text about Jagoda’s family and put a tick (4) if the sentence is true. 

My name’s Jagoda. I’m 12, and I’m from Kragujevac, Serbia. I want to introduce my family to you. 
There are five people in my family – my parents, my brother, my sister and I. My mum’s name is Mila, 
she’s 36. My dad’s name is Filip, he’s 38. My brother’s name is Vuk, he’s 13 and my sister’s name is 
Dunja. She’s 5. We’re all very different, but there are some things we like doing together. 
We’ve got lots of pets and my sister enjoys playing with them in the garden. My brother likes sports, 
he’s mad about basketball, but I prefer walking in nature. My dad is crazy about fishing, and my mum 
is very fond of swimming. 
We all like spending time together as much as possible. We have our meals together at the weekend. 
My parents hate using the mobile during meals, so one of our home rules is ‘Mobiles are on silent 
mode during meals’.
Since we’re all nature-lovers, our favourite activity is going to Gruža Lake which is 21 km far from 
Kragujevac. We enjoy being together and having fun there.

1	 Jagoda lives in Kragujevac.				  
2	 Jagoda’s brother is into sports.				  
3	 Jagoda’s parents like fishing. 				  
4	 All Jagoda’s family love animals.				  
5	 All Jagoda’s family enjoy spending time together.	

5	 Complete the sentences with the words 							     
from Jagoda’s text.

1	 Vuk likes ____________, he is mad about ____________. 
2	 Dunja enjoys ____________ with pets in the garden.
3	 Jagoda prefers ____________ in nature.
4	 Jagoda’s mum is fond of ____________, and her 
	 dad is ____________ about fishing. 
5	 Jagoda’s parents hate ____________ the mobile during meals. 

6	 Pairwork Match 1 – 8 with a – h. Then ask and answer the questions with your partner. Where 
possible, use the verbs and expressions in the LEARN TO LEARN box in your answers.

1	 How many people ______ .
2	 What are your ______
3	 How old ______ 
4	 Have you got ______
5	 What are ______
6	 Have you got any ______
7	 What does each ______  
8	 Which things ______

Glossary

be fond of	 =	 ____________
be mad about	 =	 ____________
prefer	 =	 ____________

a	 are your parents?
b	 pets?
c	 are there in your family?
d	 parents’ names?
e	 do you like doing together?
f	 of your family members like doing?
g	 brothers and sisters?
h	 their names?

c
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Let’s talk about nouns and quantities!

Warm-up!
Imagine that you are preparing for your 
English test. Look at the notes. Which things 
are you already familiar with? Which things 
are new for you?

COUNTABLE & 

UNCOUNTABLE 

NOUNS

PLURAL OF
NOUNS

MUCH / MANY,
A LOT OF, 

FEW / A FEW,
LITTLE / 
A LITTLE 

A / ANSOME
ANY

1	 Circle the correct words in sentences 1 and 2. 
	 Then write C for countable and U for uncountable nouns.

1	 Countable nouns are for things we can / cannot count using numbers. 
2	 Uncountable nouns are for things we can / cannot count using numbers.

2	 Write plural forms next to the countable nouns.

3	 Study the Tricky uncountable nouns! box and the table. 
Then complete the sentences with a / an, some or any.

1	 There’s ____________ big gym in our school.
2	 Is there ____________ IT room in your school? 
3	 Have you got ____________ homework today?
4	 There are ____________ exercises I can’t do. 
5	 You look really exhausted after our P.E. class.							     

Would you like ____________ orange juice? 
6	 You look really exhausted after 
	 our P.E. class. Shall I buy 
	 you ____________ can of orange 
	 juice?
7	 I’ve got ____________ information 
	 for you. 
8	 Could you give me ____________ 
	 advice?

1 desk ___, desks
2 computer ___
3 time ___
4 money ___
5 playground ___
6 homework ___
7 weather ___
8 knowledge ___
9 man ___

10 piano ___
11 city ___ 
12 bush ___
13 hero ___
14 leaf ___ 
15 roof ___
16 photo ___
17 deer ___
18 air ___

C Tricky uncountable nouns!

Some nouns such as advice, 
information, news, etc. are countable 
in other languages, but they are not 
in English, so they follow the rules for 
uncountable nouns:

1 I’ve got some advice for you. 
NOT: an advice
2 I need some information. 
NOT: an information
3 There is some good news for you.
NOT: There is a good news…

When we want to make these things 
countable, we use the word piece:
1 I’ve got a piece of advice / 
information / news for you.
2 I’ve got two pieces of advice / 
information / news for you. 
NOT: two advices / informations / 
news

a

4 4

Countable
singular
nouns

Countable plural
nouns and

uncountable nouns

a/an some any
4

4

4

4

4
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Sentences

Affirmative
Negative
Questions
Offers and requests


